Roundtable on Conservation through Commerce 

Date: July 27, 2007
Time: 12:00 - 1:30pm

You are invited to a Roundtable Discussion:
A New Approach to Saving Tigers:

Conservation through Commerce
New Developments on China's Tiger Breeding and Reintroduction Program
Sponsored by the Competitive Enterprise Institute
 
Opening the discussion will be Barun Mitra of the Liberty Institute, India
Robert J. Smith, Adjunct Scholar, Competitive Enterprise Institute, moderator
 
Details:
Lunch Provided
Date: July 27, 2007
Time: 12:00 - 1:30pm
Location: Competitive Enterprise Institute -- 1001 Connecticut Ave. NW
Suite 1250, Washington, D.C. (Building entrance on K Street; above the Farragut North Metro, Red Line)
RSVP:  rsvp@cei.org/202-331-2270
Background:
Tigers are an endangered species.  But private tiger farms could satisfy the demand for tiger products and eliminate the incentives for poachers of wild tigers.  "With selective breeding and the development of reintroduction techniques, it might be possible to return the tiger to some of its remaining natural habitats." (Barun Mitra)  Barun Mitra is the Director of the Liberty Institute, an independent think tank based in New Delhi, India that is dedicated to empowering the people by harnessing the power of the market.  Barun has written about tiger conservation policy for more than 10 years.  In 2006 he visited China as a guest of the government to learn about Chinese efforts at tiger conservation.  He then made the case for the private conservation of tigers in China in a New York Times op-ed.  In the past six months, he was invited to China twice, and has been to the tiger breeding facilities, and also to the two designated tiger reintroduction forests in southern China. He also attended the CITES meeting in June in The Hague in The Netherlands to argue the case for conservation via commerce. He is currently working on expanding his argument for private conservation in a paper to be published by CEI.  Meanwhile he has published articles in many journals and papers around the world, which has triggered a vigorous debate on tiger conservation policies. Barun also helped launch the Save the Tiger Initiative of the Sustainable Development Network. 
 
Many people are aghast at the thought of farming tigers to meet human demand for tiger products.  But it is clearly far better to meet the demand for wildlife products with a regular supply of high quality, legal products from authorized and regulated wildlife farms than to let the demand be met through black market poaching of the last remaining wild animals.  Indeed, the most successful recovery programs for endangered species have been legalized farming and ranching programs.  The IUCN Species Survival Commission Crocodile Specialists Group was created in 1971.  At that time all 23 species of alligators, caimans, crocodiles and gharials were endangered or threatened and their prospects for survival were bleak.  Fortunately, farsighted, practical and visionary biologists and governments worked in concert to save the crocodilians through an international network of regulated farms, ranches and trade. 
 
The result has been that only 25 years later in 1996 one third (8 species) were sufficiently abundant to support well-regulated annual harvests and international trade.  Another one third (8 species) were no longer in danger of extinction (although not harvested.)  And the remaining one third (7 species) remain endangered or threatened. 
 
The IUCN reports: "No other group of vertebrate animals has undergone such a dramatic improvement in its conservation status."  And concludes: "The key to this success is the cooperation of companies involved in the international reptile skin and leather trade, crocodilian farmers and ranchers, skin traders, tanners, manufacturers, fashion designers, and major retailers."  The trade in skins is over 
$200 million a year and the high fashion leather goods trade is over $2 billion.
 
As human populations in China, India and SE Asia continue to burgeon and as habitat continues to dwindle, it is past time to put aside philosophical and political arguments against profit or the utilization of wildlife and work together towards finding a solution that will save the world's tigers. As many of southern Africa's conservationists, government wildlife managers, tribal and community leaders, and government officials have shown: "If wildlife can pay its way, it will stay."
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